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This mark scheme contains the instructions and marking guidance that our examiners used to mark
candidate responses for this component.

Before they start marking, examiners complete a standardisation process. They review a range of candidate
responses and discuss the mark scheme in detail to agree which answers can and cannot be accepted.
Examiners award marks where it is clear that candidate responses have met the requirements of the mark
scheme. These requirements may vary between different components or different versions of the same
component, depending on the exact requirements of the question and the candidate responses seen during
the standardisation process.

Sometimes, our mark schemes may allow marks to be awarded to responses which contain elements that
are factually incorrect or for content not covered by the syllabus. We do this in response to the demands of a
specific question to support candidates and make sure that our assessments are fair. However, these
allowances should not be used as a guide for teaching and learning.

We cannot discuss the mark scheme with schools, and we recommend that schools read the mark scheme
together with the assessment material and the Principal Examiner Report for Teachers.

This document consists of 15 printed pages.

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2026 [Turn over



0518/01 Cambridge IGCSE — Mark Scheme May/June 2026
PUBLISHED

General marking principles

All examiners must apply these marking principles when marking candidate responses.

1 | Examiners must award marks for each response in line with:

o the specific content defined in the mark scheme
o the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the level descriptions
¢ the standard of response required as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

2 | Examiners must award whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

3 | Examiners must award marks positively. This means that:

e marks are not deducted for errors or omissions

¢ marks are awarded for correct/valid answers as defined in the mark scheme and also for other valid answers which go beyond the
scope of the syllabus and mark scheme referring to your team leader as appropriate

o the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar are judged only when the mark scheme indicates that these features are specifically
assessed in the question. However, the meaning of all responses must be unambiguous.

4 | Examiners must consistently apply the requirements of the mark scheme and any rules for what to do when candidates have not followed
instructions correctly.

5 | Examiners must use the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme, unless limited by the quality of the candidate responses seen.

6 | Examiners must award marks according to the mark scheme and must not award marks with grade thresholds or grade descriptions in
mind.
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Annotations guidance for centres

Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.

We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an
indication of the quality of the response.

The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.

Annotations

Annotation | Meaning

Correct: credit for content point or good language

x Incorrect

(BOD If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benefit of the doubt’ is given.
[ HA | Harmless addition: used if the candidate extends their answer, without contradicting or invalidating the response.
[INVL| Invalidates: used if the candidate includes material in their answer which contradicts the correct answer, and therefore invalidates

their response.

[rnn] Grammatical, spelling or punctuation error
@ Meaning unclear or illegible

]
[A] Omission (of letter, character, word, etc.)
LR ] Irrelevant
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Annotation | Meaning
REP Repetition
[SEEN] Use to show that blank pages have been seen and any creditworthy material has been awarded
[ XV | Inappropriate use of vocabulary from another language
Directed writing prompt 1 from Text B
[Az | Directed writing prompt 2 from Text B
(A3 ] Directed writing prompt 3 from Text B
Directed writing prompt 1 from Text C
Directed writing prompt 2 from Text C
R3 Directed writing prompt 3 from Text C
DET Relevant detail
[DEV] Development of point or idea
Highlighter | Highlight
Off-page Used to make a holistic comment about the script
comment
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Thai specific marking guidance

Marking of work should be positive, rewarding achievement where possible, but clearly differentiating across the whole range of marks, where
appropriate.

The marker should look at the work and then make a judgement about which level statement is the ‘best fit’. In practice, work does not always
match one level statement precisely so a judgement may need to be made between two or more level statements.

Once a ‘best-fit’ level statement has been identified, use the following guidance to decide on a specific mark:
If there are two marks in band (e.g. 11-12):

o Where the candidate’s work convincingly meets the level statement, you should award the highest mark.
¢ Where the candidate’s work just meets the level statement, you should award the lowest mark.

If there are three marks in band (e.g. 8—-10):
o Where the candidate’s work convincingly meets the level statement, you should award the highest mark.

o Where the candidate’s work adequately meets the level statement, you should award the mark in the middle of the range.
e Where the candidate’s work just meets the level statement, you should award the lowest mark
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Section A

Candidates will be assessed on the following assessment objectives:

AO1 Reading

R1 identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and attitudes [16 marks]

R2 demonstrate understanding of how writers use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers. [9 marks]
Question Answer Marks Guidance

Mark all the sub-questions for content. Enter a mark for each sub-question.

You do not need to put a tick next to each point awarded if the answer clearly answers the question.

If you have to weigh up whether an answer or part of an answer is worthy of the mark, use the relevant annotation from the list on page 3 to
explain your decision (Benefit of the Doubt, Invalidation, etc.).
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Question Answer Marks Guidance

Section B
Candidates will be assessed on their ability to:

AO1 Reading [15 marks]
R3 analyse, evaluate and develop facts, ideas and opinions
R4 select and synthesise information for specific purposes.

AO2 Writing [10 marks]

W1 communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively

W2 sequence facts, ideas and opinions

W3 use a range of appropriate vocabulary

W4 use tone, style and register appropriate to audience and context
W5 make accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Candidates should draw their content from Texts B and C. The list below is indicative and is not exhaustive. Other relevant points from the texts may be
included.

The mark for Reading is awarded based on Table A.
The mark for Writing is awarded based on Table B.

Indicative content

Evaluation of the arguments requires candidates to draw inferences and make judgements. Evidence should be derived from the ideas and examples in
both passages, developing claims and assessing their implications with clear and persuasive arguments.

(* is to be shown after those which appear in more than one list)

Notes on task

Candidates should select ideas from the texts and develop (annotate DEV) them relevantly, supporting what they write with details (annotate DET)
from the text. Look for an appropriate register for the genre, and a clear and balanced response which covers the three areas of the question, is well
sequenced, and is in the candidate’s own words.

Annotate A1/R1 (Text B/ Text C) for ideas related to the first bullet point
Annotate A2/R2 (Text B/ Text C) for ideas related to the second bullet point
Annotate A3/R3 (Text B/ Text C) for ideas related to the third bullet point
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Now award a mark for Reading out of 15, using Table A

TABLE A
Band 5 13-15 | ¢ The candidate develops, evaluates or analyses the chosen content in a way that clearly fulfills all elements of the task.
e The candidate selects a wide range of facts, ideas and opinions from both passages.
Band4 | 10-12 | ¢« There is some development, analysis and evaluation and a clear focus on all elements of the task.
¢ The candidate selects relevant facts, ideas and opinions from both passages.
Band 3 7-9 | ¢« Development, analysis and evaluation is limited. Parts of the response may not be focused on the task. Most of the task has
been attempted though there may be some minor omissions.
e The candidate identifies enough relevant facts, ideas and opinions from both passages to fulfil the task.
Band 2 4-6 | e The response shows very limited development of ideas. Significant aspects of the task may not have been approached.
e The candidate identifies some relevant points from one or both passages but they are not always relevant.
Band 1 1-3 | ¢ The response lacks development of ideas and shows very limited evidence of focus on the task. No awareness of analysis or
evaluation.
e The candidate identifies very few relevant points from either passage.
Band 0 0 A mark of zero should be awarded for no creditable content.
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Then, award a mark for Writing out of 10, Using Table B

TABLE B

Band 5

9-10

The response is highly effective and convincing

Well organised and carefully structured for the benefit of the reader
Vocabulary consistently well chosen and precise

Consistently appropriate tone/style for audience and purpose
Spelling, punctuation and grammar almost always accurate

Band 4

7-8

The response is effective

Secure overall structure with some helpful organisation of ideas and information
Vocabulary is mostly well chosen, with some precision

Mostly appropriate tone/style for audience and purpose

Spelling, punctuation and grammar generally accurate

Band 3

The response can be understood, although it is not always convincing
Ideas are generally well sequenced

Vocabulary may be plain but is adequate

Some awareness of an appropriate tone/style for audience and purpose

Frequent errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar, which are minor and do not prevent communication

Band 2

3-4

The response is sometimes unclear and/or generally unconvincing
Sequence of ideas is sometimes confusing

Vocabulary simple, not always appropriate

Little awareness of appropriate tone/style

Frequent errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar hinder communication

Band 1

The response is difficult to understand and lacks coherence

Little or no evidence of attempt to sequence ideas

Vocabulary limited and/or inappropriate

No awareness of appropriate tone/style

Persistent errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar prevent communication

Band 0

A mark of zero should be awarded for no creditable content.
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